Parliamentary Government in England
prosperity. In Great Britain, since 1832, no Government
has been in office for more than ten years; in the United
States, if we take the first election of Grover Cleveland in
1884 as marking the full re-emergence of the -South into
the national life, the sixteen years of Republican admini-
stration from 1896 until 1912 is the maximum period.
In France, in the period since the Dreyfus case, there has
been a pretty continuous swing of the pendulum from a
chamber dominated by "the Right to one dominated by
the Left. It is, therefore, I think, clear that a Conservative
Government would have to be quite extraordinarily
successful to be capable of any long series of electoral
successes. It may be doubted whether either the economic
or the international situation—though they cannot legi-
timately be separated—give much prospect of that success.
When, therefore, the tide turns, that strain on the party
system of which I have spoken is bound to be felt
It may, indeed, be legitimately argued that the longer
a party of the Left, like the Labour Party, is excluded
from power, the more drastic will be the legislation to
which it feels itself committed. For unless its opponent is
the author of continuous and comprehensive social re-
forms, it will be bound to take office on the basis of two
expectations* There will be the assumption, first, that it
must make up for the leeway lost under its predecessor,
In matters like housing, education, public health, the
treatment of the unemployed, the different standards of
legislation envisaged by the major parties are an assurance
that this will be the case. There is, therefore, from this
angle alone, bound to be a pretty steep rise in the level
of taxation. There will be the assumption, secondly, that
the victory on the political must be implemented by
advances on the industrial field* Anyone who examines
the history of the trade unions under the administrations
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